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PROVIDE A START-UP SIGNAL TO ONE OR MORE OF THE PROCESSORS, 

EACH OF THE PROCESSORS THAT RECEIVE THE START-UP SIGNAL 
RESPOND BY QUERYING THE VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION MANAGER FOR ITS 
RESPECTIVE VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION ELEMENT 



GENERATE THE VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION ELEMENT IN RESPONSE TO ONE OR 
MORE OF THE PROCESSORS QUERYING THE VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION MANAGER 
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DOWNLOAD DATA ASSOCIATED WITH THE PHYSICAL MAPPING 
FOR ONE OR MORE OF THE PROCESSORS TO THE LINE CARD 
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RECEIVE A SET-UP REQUEST PACKET AT A LINE CARD FROM A DATA 
NETWORK COMPONENT OVER A FIRST INTERNET PROTOCOL NETWORK 
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COMMUNICATE THE SET-UP REQUEST PACKET FROM 
THE LINE CARD TO A PROCESSOR SWITCH CARD 
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DIRECT THE SET-UP REQUEST PACKET FROM THE PROCESSOR SWITCH CARD 
TO A SELECTED ONE OF A PLURALITY OF PROCESSORS ON A FEATURE CARD 
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GENERATE SET-UP REPLY PACKET HAVING AN IDENTIFICATION KEY THAT 
INCLUDES A VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION OF THE SELECTED PROCESSOR 
I 

TRANSPORTING THE SET-UP REPLY PACKET TO THE DATA NETWORK COMPONENT 
AND ESTABLISH A COMMUNICATION SESSION WITH THE SELECTED PROCESSOR 



114^ 



116^ 



118^ 



PLACE THE IDENTIFICATION KEY INTO A DATA PACKET 

ASSOCIATED WITH THE CO MMUNICATION SESSION 

I 

COMMUNICATE THE DATA PACKET FROM THE DATA NETWORK 
COMPONENT TO A SELECTED ONE OF A PLUR ALITY OF LINE CARDS 
I 

DIRECT THE DATA PACKET TO THE SELECTED PROCESSOR ON THE 
FEATURE CARD BASED ON THE VIRTUAL IDENTIFICATION ELEMENT 
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PROCESS THE DATA PACKET AT THE SELECTED PROCESSOR 
I 
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COMMUNICATE THE DATA PACKET FROM THE FEATURE CARD 
TO AN EGRESS LINE CARD FOR SUBSEQUENT COMMUNICATION 
TO THE SECOND INTERNET PROTOCOL NE TWORK 
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( END ) 



